
pain upon slightest pressure over entiro
abdomen ; sickness at the stomach ; marked
febrile movement. Treatment : verat. vi-
rido 8 drops every four hours per rectum ;
McMunn's elixir 30 drops every four hours ;
mustard to the epigastrium, with emollient
applications to tho abdomen.
Sept. 19th. Pulse 130 ; respirations 27 ;

tongue furred and dry ; other symptomsmuch the same as yesterday. Treatment
continued unchanged.
Sept. 20th. Was called at 10 P.M. last

night ; Dr. J. Farnsworth, of Clinton, saw
her with me. Found her in great pain ;
markedly tympanitic ; pulse very small and
could not be counted, the pulsations being
so rapid; respirations 34; surface hot.
Gave small dose of brandy and carbonate
of ammonia. After consultation informed
her husband that death seemed inevitable.
In about twenty minutes the pulse became
slower and stronger ; the respirations be-
came less frequent. A large quantity of
gas escaped, which seemed to give her
much relief. Dr. Farnsworth remained
with her during the night. In the morningI found her condition much better. From
this time she continued to recover slowly,but did not leave her bed until October
28th ; and did not leave tho house until
December 29th. Tho last time she was
out before her delivery was July 4th. The
dejections continued to be tinged with blood
until October 1st. No after-birth came

away other than the small pieces contained
iu the dejections. She is now quite well andexhibits her ordinary health and weight, 85
pounds. She has, howover, an occasional
pain and " weakness " in the region of the
right ovary, but in other respects she is
perfectly well. I omitted to state in tho
proper place that Dr. A. S. Maxwell was
present soon after delivery and made an

examination, when he found, as heretofore
stated, the vagina and womb healthy ; but
upon examining the rectum the bloody dis-
charges were found. The patient was seen

(lining her convalescence by Dr. W. A.
Ilosford, of Davenport, and Dr. McKeu-
non, of Muscatino.
Remarks.—The conception probably oc-

curred in the same manner as in all cases
of extra-uterine pregnancy. The placenta
I believe to have been attached to tho fim-
briated extremity of the Fallopian tube,
and the development was downward by
tho side of the rectum, the tissues of which
were more or less attenuated by continu-
ous pressure, which was occasionally aug-
mented by paroxysms of coughing. A fact
which was not mentioned in giving the eat-

ly history of the case, is that when sho
arose to sit upon the chamber for the pur-
pose of having a passage from the bowels,
she had a severe coughing spell, duringwhich the child, or fœtus, was spontane-
ously born per anum, having lacerated tho
rectal walls to allow of its escape thus ab-
normally into the outer world.
I have produced the foregoing case in

detail, in view of the fact that the records
of obstetrics contain no precedent.—Med.
and Surg. Reporter.

Reports of MedicalSocieties.
MAINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The Medical Association of Maine held
its annual Convention at Bangor, com-
mencing June 28th, and continuing throe
days. The venerable Dr. Mcltucr, of Ban-
gor, occupied the chair. The convention
was opened by prayer by licv. Dr. Pond,
of Bangor Theological Seminary.The exercises of the first day were brief.
Dr. Hart was introduced as a delegate fromthe New York Medical Association. Tho
Secretary read a biographical sketch of Dr.
Simonton, lately deceased. Dr. Weeks, of
Portland, read a paper on the Therapeuti-cal Action of the Hypophosphites. Dr.
Cumiuings, of Portland, delegato to the
National Convention for tho Revision of
the Pharmacopoeia, read a report. The
officers for the ensuing year were then
elected, as reported in the Journal for
June 30.

2n Day.—The convention met at 8J, A.M.
The Report on Epidemics was read by Dr.
Forster, of Portland, for Cumberland Co.,
Dr. Brown for Oxford Co., Dr. Buxton
for Knox Co. Dr. Snow, of Winthrop, read
a paper on Puerperal Convulsions, which
was referred to the Committee on Publica-
tion. The treatment advocated was that
of bloodletting. The subject was discuss-
ed by the members of the Association. Dr.
Oilman, of Portland, read a report on tho
Maine General Hospital. Dr. Sänger, of
Bangor, communicated a paper on Eczema.
At 3 o'clock, P.M., the report of Prof.

W. W. Greene, of Portland, on Ovarioto-
my, was read, followed by remarks on the
subject by Drs. Gordon of Portland, Biick-
ett of Augusta, and McRuer of Bangor.Dr. Huckins, of Corinth, read a report on
Inversion of the Uterus. Various cases
were presented by Drs. Mcltucr, Gordon,
Laughton, Sevcry and Jones.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON on June 29, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Evening.—Prof. Goodalo, of Brunswick,
delivered the oration.

3d Day.—The Constitution was amended
so that physicians above a certain ago
should be retired at their request. The
thanks of the Association were tendered to
the authorities of Bangor and to Dr.
Mcltucr for hospitalities received, and the
Association then adjourned to meet at Port-
land on the second Tuesday in June, 1871.

BibliographicalNotices.
A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Chil-
dren. By J. Forsyth Meigs, M.D., and
William Pepper, M.D. Fourth Edition
(of Meigs on Diseases of Children), re-
vised and greatly enlarged. Philadel-
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1870. Pp.
921.

On the Wasting Diseases of Infants and
Children. By Eustace Smith, M.D. Lond.
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1870.
Pp. 195.
The littlo ones have been attracting much

attention lately. Within the last two
years many works have been published
which treat of the diseases of infancy and
childhood. Hilliec, J. Lewis Smith, Vo-
gel, have been given to the English-reading
medical practitioners, and Holmes has de-
scribed the surgery of childhood. Now is
offered a new "edition of an old treatise tak-
ing a general view of childhood's diseases,
and a new work embracing only a part ofthe subject.
Many are already familiarwithDr. Meigs'streatise ; the present issuo is an enlargededition, in the preparation of which Dr.

William Pepper has been associated. Manyof the articles have been more fully consi-
dered, others have been rewritten, and
seventeen articles have been added, the lat-
ter treating of " diseases of the heart, and
cyanosis ; diseases of the cœcum and ap-
pendix vermiformis, and intussusception ;
chronic hydroccphalus, tetanus, atrophieinfantile paralysis, facial paralysis, and
progressive paralysis With apparent hyper-
trophy of the muscles ; rheumatism, diph-theria, mumps, rickets, tuberculosis and
infantile syphilis, typhoid fever and sclero-
ma." To accommodate the new material,
more than two hundred pages have been
added to the work.
There are several tables showing the rela-

tive mortality in the city of New York of
allied diseases, as croup and diphtheria;

scarlatina and measles ; pneumonia and
bronchitis ; cholera infantum, diarrhoea and
dysentery. The influence of temperature
and season on the prevalence of different
diseases is clearly shown by these tables.
All surgical diseases are omitted ; con-

genital malformations are at most only
casually noticed, except those conditions
leading to cyanosis. Diseases of the se-

cretory and excretory organs are not con-
sidered separately. Bright's diseaso does
not find a place. Skin diseases are very
fully noticed.
Only two quotations will be made, from

the article on Indigestion :—
" Habitual Indigestion in infants causes a

train of symptoms which are different from,
and much more severe than those just de-
scribed. Of these the most important are :

frequent attacks of nausea and vomiting,and of simple diarrhoea repeated for days,wecke or months in succession ; paleness,
or some other unhealthy tint of the cuta-
neous surf'aco ; continual restlessness and
discomfort, with fretting or crying, particu-larly in the after part of the day and dur-
ing the evening and night, in place of the
natural ease and quiet of a healthy infant ;
constant fits of the most violent,screamingfrom colic, sometimes lasting for hours ;
dull and languid expression of the counte-
nance, or else an uneasy, contracted look,
like that produced by continued Buffering ;
more or less emaciation ; failure of the
natural growth in stature and size, so that
the child is small and puny for its age ;
want of calorific power, causing the child
to suffer unusually from cold, as shown by
frequent coolness of the hands and feet ;
irregular appetite, which makes it neces-
sary to tempt by frequent changes of the
food, or more or less complete anorexia;
and, lastly, the various symptoms that indi-
cate an impoverished state of the blood and
bad nutrition."
In reference to the treatment of this con-

dition he says, among other things :—"If the patient is fed wholly or in part,it is essential to regulate the diet to suit
the state of the digestive function. Milk
ought in all cases to form the basis of the
food, unless it has been found by patienttrial to be absolutely repugnant to the sto-
mach. We have often found that infants
who had been thought quite incapable of
digesting cow's milk, could do so very rea-
dily when it was very much weakened with
water. * * * * If we conclude that
milk cannot bo digested by the child, it is
best to try cream. Of this, one part tq
three or four of water, may bo giyen.
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